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The Government of Malta has recently launched revamped Citizenship 
Regulations following the ratification of LN 437 of 2020. The new Regulations, 
‘Granting of Citizenship by Naturalisation for Exceptional Services’ further 
refines the granting of citizenship through a naturalisation process on the 
basis of exceptional humanity, contribution, investment and merit. 

The Regulations are administered by  Community Malta Agency, a newly set 
up competent Authority. Applications are limited to 1,500 over the lifetime 
of these Regulations with a maximum of 400 applications processed in any 
one calendar year. 

ARQ Immigration Advisory Ltd., a member of the ARQ Group of Companies, 
is authorised by Community Malta Agency to assist clients considering an 
application under these Regulations with its license number AKM-ARQI-21. 

Our dedicated, multi-lingual private clients team, supported by our legal, 
tax, corporate, trust and concierge departments, are well positioned to 
provide guidance throughout the process and beyond.

ARQ Group is a multi-disciplinary professional services organisation based 
in Malta with a staff compliment of around 100, providing a wide range 
of corporate and advisory services to local and international clients. ARQ 
Group is also the Malta member firm of Integra International, an association 
of independent tax, audit and advisory firms present in over 75 countries.

ARQ is a solutions driven organisation that brings together professionals 
from different disciplines - lawyers, accountants, tax & compliance 
specialists - that work together in a seamlessly integrated manner to 
deliver innovative solutions its clients.

INTRODUCTION
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ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

The following criteria must be met in order to be eligible for residency 
through these Regulations:

• Main applicant must be over 18 years of age;

• Main applicants may include the following individuals as dependents 
on their application:

• Their spouses;

• Children who have not yet attained 29 years of age at the time of 
application and who are not married and can prove that they are 
wholly maintained or otherwise largely supported by the main 
applicant;

• Dependents over the age of 55 who are wholly maintained or 
otherwise largely supported by the main applicant.

• The Legal Notice sets out the minimum, eligibility criteria that must be 
met by the applicant and any dependants. These include:

• Persons must have a clean criminal record; 

• Persons must not be subject to a criminal investigation; 

• Persons must not be a potential threat to national security, public 
policy or public health;

• Persons must not have been involved in criminal offences listed in 
the Legal Notice; 

• Persons must not have been denied a visa to a country with which 
Malta has visa-free travel arrangements. This will however not 
apply if they subsequently obtained a visa to the country that issued 
the denial.
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TIMELINE OF THE PROGRAMME

STAGE 1: RESIDENCY PHASE
When an application for residence is submitted, the main applicant must declare whether they intend to acquire naturalisation 
over a three-year period or less. This declaration is  binding and  cannot be changed throughout the process. At the residency 
stage all adult applicants must visit Malta to provide their biometric data to the Agency. Once this process has been concluded, 
the following fees should be settled with Community Malta Agency through the agent:

Applicant - part payment of non-refundable deposit €10,000
Applicant- residence permit  €5,000
For each dependant child or senior - residence permit €1,000
Applicant & for each dependant - residency card €27.50

STAGE 2: ELIGIBILITY STAGE
The applicant should provide all necessary information and documentation to allow the Agent to undertake Tier 1 due 
diligence. The following fees should be settled directly with Community Malta Agency:

Applicant due diligence fee €15,000
For each dependant, due diligence fee €10,000
Benefactor due diligence fee (if applicable) €15,000
Per applicant/dependant administrative fee €1,000

STAGE 3: CITIZENSHIP STAGE

Citizenship Application is submitted after the expiration of the residency period chosen by the applicant at Residence Stage. 

Once documents are vetted  and due diligence is updated the Minister will either approve or refuse the citizenship application. 

A Letter of Approval in Principle is issued for successful applications. 

A ‘Letter of Approval in Principle for Eligibility’ is issued for successful applications.
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Applicant Donation to approved registered NGO’s in Malta €10,000

• Purchase or lease of qualifying property: 

Applicant Residential property purchase (minimum value) * €700,000
OR Residential property lease (minimum annual rental) * €16,000

* Property to be retained for a minimum period of 5 years from the date of issue of the certificate of citizenship

• Donation to a registered and compliant non-governmental organisation or society:

Documented evidence that all citizenship requirements by all adult applicants have been met must be presented within 4 
months from the issue of the Letter of Approval in Principle.

Applicant Exceptional Direct Investment (36 Months Residency) €590,000
OR Exceptional Direct Investment (Less than 36 Months Residency) €740,000

Each Dependant Exceptional Direct Investment €50,000

Per Applicant Administrative Fee €5,000

Per Dependant Administrative Fee €1,000

• Contribution to be paid directly to Community Malta Agency as per below:
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• The Maltese passport is ranked 8th globally.

• EU & Commonwealth member state.

• Visa-free travel to 182 countries.

• Family eligibility – spouse, dependent children and parents.

• Favourable tax regime – fixed rates of taxation and double taxation relief.

• Schengen mobility.

KEY FEATURES & BENEFITS

David Borg
Tax & Advisory 

Partner
dborg@arqgroup.com

YOUR KEY CONTACT

mailto:dborg%40arqgroup.com?subject=
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Ewropa Business Centre, Level 3, Suite 701, 
Dun Karm Street, Birkirkara, BKR9034, Malta

T: +356 2549 6000
E: info@arqgroup.com 

www.arqgroup.com

The information provided in this document is for information purposes only and should not be treated or interpreted 
as investment, legal, tax or professional advice. ARQ Group does not accept liability for any loss, whether direct or 
indirect, that may be incurred by any recipient who acts solely on the basis of the information being provided.

ARQ Immigration Advisory Ltd are approved Licensed Agents  by the 
Community Malta Agency (License number AKM-ARQI-21 LIC-61)
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